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The Citizens for the Cincy Eastern Bypass appreciates the money and effort involved in putting this study 

together. Thanks for the leadership of Governor  Bevin for putting these resources in place.  Through the study, 

the Bypass has been recognized as a valid project for its transportation and economic benefits.   We’d like to 

take this opportunity to identify some challenges from the study as well as some opportunities for next steps. 

The first and biggest challenge from the study is timing.  We will miss the opportunity to build a bypass as 

critical right of way will not be available in Warren County as Dayton and Cincinnati continue to merge.  We 

simply cannot wait until 2029. 

The Bypass costs are overstated in the study.  Reevaluating six unit costs and four quantities using actual job 

costs and preliminary engineering plans, $1.3 Billion Dollars in cost savings can quickly be identified.  With 

those adjustments, the cost for the Bypass is under $2.4B.  There have been multiple similar scale projects that 

have been built for $10M per mile with inflationary adjustments.  How can projects like TN-840 and the Butler 

County Veterans Highway be built for a third of the cost per mile as the study cost projections for the Bypass 

after adjusting for inflation?  

The impact of the Bypass on the Brent Spence Bridge is 

significantly underestimated.  The study fails to consider the 

impact of trucks in the Brent Spence Corridor.  I-75 is 

consistently identified as a freight corridor.  25,000 trucks a day 

cross the Brent Spence Bridge.  Each truck has the impact of at 

least 3 cars.  Most of the trucks are not stopping in our region.  

In trucks alone, the Bypass could cut 30,000+ passenger car 

equivalents from the Brent Spence Bridge and make the 

conditions tremendously safer.  Furthermore, there is disparity in 

the regional through traffic estimates on the bridge from the 

three sources cited.  The StreetLight data is the most accurate 

source by far as it measures GPS Data along the entire route continuously for more than 3 years.  Streetlight 

estimates up to 25% of the bridge traffic is regional through traffic including more than half of the trucks.  The 

study chose to use the OKI modeled data from 1996 which is 10% lighter in its estimation of regional through 

traffic.   It is also likely that most through traffic will divert if there is any traffic at all.  Most will divert in peak 

hour conditions, which is when the impact is most critical.  The study chose to look at every day, all day 

conditions, instead of the most critical 

peak hour conditions.      

It is great that the report acknowledges 

the potential economic impact of the 

Bypass, but it fails to quantify this 

opportunity.  It has been estimated that 

the Bypass could generate 208,000 jobs 

and $27B in taxable property value for 

our region. 

In summary, it is exciting to have the 

Bypass recommended for further study 

in the 2018 KYTC Budget Proposal, even 

with some of the challenges listed 

above.  We are confident that the 

value of the project will become even 

clearer with more information.  Seldom 

do we have an opportunity in the region to add this much transportation and economic value with one 

project.  

Summary of 2015 Streetlight BSB Regional 
Through Traffic Data utilizing Passenger Vehicle 

Equivalents.   

  
Northbound 

BSB 
Southbound 

BSB 

Rush Hour Weekday 17% 25% 

Avg. Day All Day 25% 25% 

Economic Impact Analysis within 2 miles of the Cincy Eastern Bypass 

Year Area Jobs Property Value 

2017 I-275 (per mile) 3,540 $549,178,758  

2017 Bypass Area (per mile) 482 $142,995,979  

Cincy Eastern Bypass Future Economic 
Benefit  

207,908 $27,620,428,969  

Methodology:  I-275 represents 40 years of growth largely driven by new 
interstate access.  Existing 2017 Clermont County GIS Data jobs and property 
values within 2 miles of I-275 and the Bypass route were compiled and 
extrapolated along the entire Bypass Route as a model for future economic 
benefit. 



BSB Corridor Solution Conservative Bypass Solution  Potential Bypass Solution 

Total # of F’s 

(BSB) (Bypass) 2040 BSB with Tolls 

Daily Traffic (OKI 
RTDM) % Change** 

94,981 -44.8% 

152,021 19.7% 

65,368 11.7% 

38,800 0.0% 

N/A N/A 

Total of $4.7B 
Saves  

$800M plus 
Economic Benefits 

BSB/75/471 
$5.5B 

Bypass 
$3.6B 

Edits from Cincy Eastern Bypass 

16 Lanes for 
14,900 more 

vehicles 
than today? 

Looks like a Valid Solution! 

 
 

Long Term                                                
Economic Benefit 

Jobs Property Value 
? ? 

? ? 

? ? 

? ? 

?   ? 

208,000 $27,000,000,000 

    

? ? 

Could there possibly be a stronger 
cost benefit analysis? 

5 4 1 

I-471 Widening and Bridge Replacement as described in the Shift Plan 2040? $2,205,000,000* $1,805,000,000 

*Assumed $400M on Ohio Side 

$3,229,000,000 $2,643,000,000 

How much could be 
saved by designing 

these projects with the 
Bypass as part of the 

scope? 

Toll the 
Current Bridge 
and Save the 

Money! 

 
Downsized 

Planned Projects 
in Tandem with 

the Bypass 

$1,000,000,000  

$100,000,000 

$1,100,000,000 

$0 

$0 

$3,628,590,000 

  

$1,472,200,000 

Sarcasm Intended 




